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tells us, that they were yet considered as of doubtful ex-
istence.

Their present English name was, probably, given them
(1689) by Strong, whose journal, yet unprinted, may be
found in the Museum. This name was adopted by Hal-
ley, and has, from that time, I believe, been received into
our maps.

The privateers, which were put into motion by the wars
of "William and Anne, saw those islands, and mention
them; but they were yet not considered as territories
worth a contest. Strong affirmed that there was no wood;
and Dampier suspected that they had no water.

Frezier describes their appearance with more distinct-
ness, and mentions some ships of St. Malo's, by which
they had been visited, and to which he seems willing
enough to ascribe the honour of discovering islands, which
yet he admits to have been seen by Hawkins, and named
by Sebald de Wert. He, I suppose, in honour of his
countrymen, called them the Malouines, the denomination
now used by the Spaniards, who seem not, till very lately,
to have thought them important enough to deserve a name.

Since the publication of Anson's voyage, they have very
much changed their opinion, finding a settlement in Pepys's,
or .Falkland's island, recommended by the author as neces-
sary to the success of our future expeditions against the
coast of Chili, and as of such use and importance, that it
would produce many advantages in peace, and, in war,
would make us masters of the South sea.

Scarcely any degree of judgment is sufficient to restrain
the imagination from magnifying that on which it is long
detained. The relater of Anson's voyage had heated his
mind with its .various events; had partaken the hope with
which it was begun, and the vexation suffered by its various
miscarriages, and then thought nothing could be of greater
benefit to the nation, than that which might promote the
success of such another enterprise.

Had the heroes of that history even performed and at-